prove extremely useful to the young surgeon embarking upon the practical side of his career, both before and after the FRCS examination. It would be a valuable addition to the bookshelf of any operating theatre.
There is much detail with which readers might disagree; for instance, the technique of bowel anastomosis and the technique of dealing with the appendix stump; but, as the author clearly states, the suggested techniques are workable and the book thus provides a further important source of information from which the trainee surgeon can build up his personal techniques. Indeed, many experienced surgeons will surely find much useful practical advice.
Historical aspects of the subject are well covered. References are numerous and the book is well indexed. Above all it is~very readable. Unfortunately a book of this size must be expensive, but for the young surgeon at whom it is primarily aimed such expense would be amply rewarded. It fills a gap in the surgical literature and can be warmly recommended. W S SHAND Liver Regeneration in Man by Carroll M Leevy MD ppxiv+112 illustrated $10 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1973 This monograph is essentially a highly personal account of liver regeneration based on a series of studies carried out by the author and his group over a number of years. They have made extensive use of a technique of in vitro incorporation of tritiated thymidine into DNA by percutaneous liver biopsy specimens, which provides a specific measure of cell replication. It is important to realize that the value and recommended use in clinical situations of folic acid, vitamin B6 and vitamin B12 as well as supplements of zinc to correct underlying deficiencies together with anabolic drugs to stimulate liver regeneration is largely based on their effects on such in vitro tests of liver regeneration rather than on the results of controlled clinical trial. In parts the text is superficial and uncritical. This applies most perhaps to the immunological studies and the concept of suppressing circulating antagonists to hepatic regeneration by immunosuppressive drugs. Practically every liver disease has a mention, albeit brief; for instance, there is one paragraph on liver transplantation, and other very brief sections on acute liver failure. Nevertheless this book does bring together information previously widely scattered in many journals and since liver regeneration is such an important, and neglected, area it is likely to be read with interest by all those concerned with the liver and its diseases. ROGER Trypanosomiasis and leishmaniasis are important parasitic infections of both man and animals the knowledge of which is advancing rapidly on all fronts, parasitological, immunological, and epidemiological. Many varied disciplines are involved and this symposium brings them together in a very readable way.
The morphological, biochemical and immunological aspects are dealt with by W H R Lumsden, the epidemiology of African trypanosomiasis (J R Baker), of American trypanosomiasis (R Zeledon), and of leishmaniasis (R S Bray) are covered in great detail and important new knowledge is described. The pathogenic mechanisms of African trypanosomiasis (L G Goodwin), Chagas' cardiomyopathy (A Anselmi and F Moleiro) and mega disease (F Koberle) are well documented: readers are brought up to date and many new concepts aired. The immunological aspects of South American cutaneous leishmaniasis are dealt with by J E Convit and M E Pinardi. Ulstrastructure (K Vikerman), immunity and antigenic variation (P de Raadt) nutrition and metabolism (W Trager and I B R Bowman) are two very sophisticated studies. In conclusion, the sadly neglected field of chemotherapy is surveyed by B A Newton and drug resistance (a very new concept) by W Peters.
This symposium is a mine of information and is recommended to those students who need to keep up to date in a rapidly changing subject. P E C MANSON-BAHR Allergy Management in Clinical Practice by Louis Tuft MD ppix+426 £13.40 Saint Louis: C VMosby 1973 London: Henry Kimpton A spate of books on allergy has come from America recently. Dr Tuft wrote another one only four years ago called 'Allergy in Children'. He has been treating allergic patients for nearly half a century and this is almost his autobiography, including as it does case reports from his own practice. It is stated that 31 million Americans have one or more allergic conditions. I am sure this book will be popular in America, as it represents the methods used by most allergists there. It sets out to supply information in a simple way; how to manage a patient with a suspected allergy, how to carry out diagnostic studies, and how to treat the patient. This it does for the American public, but is so orientated that it cannot be
